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A GOOD deal of mistrust and unpopularity appears to attach to the term
" prefabrication," and writers are often at pains to rename the movement
as though it would thereby smell the sweeter. Prejudice against the term
springs partly from ignorance as to what it implies and partly because its
use is often identified with temporary structures such as army huts and
similar flimsy buildings. The word has suffered further by being linked
to the temporary housing programme. So many people have almost
wantonly identified prefabrication with the temporary and shoddy that
it is necessary to stress at the outset that the movement is a fundamental
and permanent one which has been developing for over a hundred years
and is revolutionizing building technique, from the cheaper temporary
structures to the most expensive types of luxury building.

Used in its widest sense, the term prefabrication covers all processing
of materials which does not take place at the actual building site ; it is
the trend toward factory production of buildings and building products.

THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE MOVEMENT*

'* And the house, when it teas in building, was built of stone made ready
at the qwrry : and there was neither hammer nor axe nor any tool of iron
heard in the house while it was in building" (Kings i, 6). King Solomon,
indeed, was not unaware of the advantages to be gained by prefabricating.
We could go further back, for the burnt clay bricks of the Sumerians were,

48. Tipton Green No. J Lock House. The first Iron house on record, (pre 1830.)